St . Vincentds Cat |

Prayer and, Liturgy Policy

S . Vincentds Cat hoi$foundedPupdn tha Gogpel Saluksooblesus
Christ and, as such, we aim to bring to life these values in everything we do. Our
school Mission Statement clearly sets out our commitment to the pupils of St.
Vincent 6s:

Our mission is to serve the children of Stt Vi ncent s as we grow
and deepening a community of faith and learning safe in the love of Christ.

By walking in the footsteps of Jesus every child, irrespective of culture, belief or
race, will be treated as the unique person they are and, through respect
and nurturing, will gain a love of learning and reach their individual potential.

|l nspired by Our L o r Ghthddic tradtianc \kei willg prowde da
challenging and enriching curriculum for our children. Knowledge,
raised aspiration, respect and value of self and others will equip them to move
with growing confidence onto  the next stage of life.

The Nature of Prayer and Liturgy
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Prayer and | iturgy in a Catholic school name
our lives. It is concerned with giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to God. It is

our |l oving response, in word and acti an,
relationship, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the witness of the

Holy Spirit.

6The celebration of Catholic |Iiturgies and

and teaching should enable the school community to become reflective,

experience the presence of God and should develop a ma ture spirlitual

1 Christ at the Centre Rev Marcus Stock, 2005



Legal Requirements

Itis alegal requirement that there  isa daily Gact of worship &offered for all pupils.
This can take place at any time during the school day and can be either a

single Gact of worship 6 for all pupils or separate @acts of worship 6 in school
groups. H olding an assembly that includes a prayer, said either by the teacher

or everyone present, does not fulfil this require  ment. Prayer, liturgical prayer
and assembly are distinct activities. They may sometimes form part of the same
gathering, but the difference between will always be made clear.

The @act of worship &is not de signated curriculum time under regulations and

will not be subsumed under any part of the curriculum, including religious
education.  Responsibility fo r arranging prayer and liturgy lies with the
Governing Body after consultation with the headteacher.

Parents have a right to withdraw their child from Collective Worship & However,
given the importance of  prayer and liturgy in a Catholic school, parents and
prospective parents will be made aware of the fact that it can never be
confined to O0tdOmeutabmmay tsdloe spl ace i n a
that those which are specifically structured within Come and See 0 RE
curriculum lessons.
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The Place of Prayer and Liturgy inthe Lifeof St . Vi ncent 6s Cz¢

Primary School

Prayer and liturgy is an integral part of school life and central to the Catholic
tradition. Prayer and liturgy takes into account the religious and educational
needs of all who share in it:

Those who form part of the worshipping community in church ;

Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of church ;
Those from other Christian traditions  d or none ;

Those from other faith backgrounds.

E I E

The Aims of Prayer and Liturgy
Prayer and liturgy in St . Vincent s C&hdoloalms to prBvidée mar y
opportunities for all pupils and staff:

To contemplate the mystery of God

To reflect on spiritual and  moral issues

To explore personal beliefs

To respond to and to celebrate life

To experience a sense of belonging and to develop community spirit
To develop a common ethos and shared values

To enrich religious experience

To grow in liturgical understandinga  nd development

To pray using prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition

To reinforce positive attitudes

To participate fully

To take time out O6to wonder atdo, O6to come
to. O
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Principles
Allactsof prayer in St . Vi ncent os SQeotwilo!l i ¢ Pri mary
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Give glory and honour to God;

Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school and its Catholic
character ;

Enable pupils to develop skills so that they can prepare, organise and lead
prayer times ;

Give pupils p ositive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude
and family backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the
Church. 2 Celebrations will be appropriate to the age and groupings of the
child ren.

2 Directory for Masses with Children, paragraph 9



Planning, content and celebration

Prayer and liturgy is planned following a structure  that reference sthe Church's
seasons, Come and See, feast day s, the curriculum and significant dates e.g.
CAFOD Family Fast Day , Holocaust Memorial Day

Parish and parents are invited to participate in some celebrations.

A variety of prayer styles will be used appropriate to the age of the children

and the occasion.

The Timetable of Prayer and Liturgy is as below :

Every day is punctuated with prayer in the classroom: at the start of the day, at
lunchtime and at the end of the school day. Additionally, ¢ lass prayer tables
and prayer stations around the school award opportunities for sp ontaneous
prayer throughout the school day.

Monday : 65t at e me nt twhold schoa CoBegtiie Worship

Tuesday : Hymn Practice

Wednesday : KS1 liturgy + KS2Class Collective Worship (child led)

Thursday: KS2 liturgy + KS1Class Collective Worship (child led)

Friday : alternating whole school celebration -of-gifts and whole school liturgy

Mass is celebratedat Our Lady and St. Vi nc eevarytalf -Cat hol
term: led by pupils. Parents, carers and close family members are invited.

Whole School Liturgies take place throughout the year to mark significant dates
in our liturgical calendar:  Holy Week, Advent, etc.




Leading Prayer and Liturgy

As faith leader of the school, the Headteacher will plan and lead prayer and
liturgy . The class teacher will lead class prayer and liturgy . Children are taught
to plan and lead prayer saccording to their age.

U T

Recording

Whole school p rayer and liturgy isrecorded on t he school 6s annual
Life Schedule . Both notification and recounts of many of our scheduled prayer

and | iturgy events are shared with parents &
newsletter. Class liturgies are detailed on class plans.

Monitoring and Evaluation

Prayer and liturgy is monitor ed using prayer and liturgy monitoring forms.
Following monitoring , training needs will be identified and outcomes used to
infform t h e s ¢ h o o (Céatlwlic S&@ols Evaluation Document)

Resources

Significant expenditure ensures the school and, subsequently, every class is well
resource d with engaging and high  -quality artifacts, objects and religious
literature. Each class has its own selection of daily -use resources: holding
crosses, prayer cube, scriptionery, Bible, cross, crucifix etc in addition to other
items used for whole class and whole school liturgies e.g., fabric, statues etc.




The learning environment

'Symbols and icons of the C atholic faith when displayed in school and
throughout its premises will help the school community and visitors to
experience the uniqueness and sacredness of this learni ng environment' 3
Focal points in each classroom and throughout the school will reflect the
liturgical season and will reference Come and See topics. In this way they will

be an outward sign of the school's ethos.

Retreats

In July, Y6 pupils retreat to Holy Island for two days of prayer and celebrat ion:
giving thanks fortheir academi ¢ and fait h | ouSt@ehpertat
and Cuddyds beads prove poignant moment s

3 Christ at the Centre Rev Marcus Stock, 2005
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